
EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS

June - August 2017

FREE ENTRY

The Wonder Gardens

A curious look at the playful, whimsical aspects of how free-time is 
spent in South Taranaki parks & gardens 
Come wander the wonder garden with us. Explore the museum’s 
magical indoor park where together we remember how generations 
of South Taranaki pleasure-seekers have enjoyed the public spaces that 
form a background to our lives. For generations this familiar invitation 
has sparked a mad scurrying to grab hats, boots, coats, dogs, rugby 
balls and snacks. 
Let’s go to the park and... what comes after the ‘and’ is largely 
unimportant, it’s the destination that matters – the public park, 
green space or botanic gardens just down your street. A wonderous 
and wonderful place of possibility, curiosity and imagination. That 
colourful, childhood memory factory that as adults we still get the fun 
of visiting and reconnecting with. 

Come along! Come play, stroll, remember, relax, and seek out the 
magic of our locally-loved parks and gardens.

This exhibition has been funded by the Taranaki Regional Council 
(TRC). 

Voyage into the Heartland 
Photographic Works from the Batten Collection

MAY 2017 - NOVEMBER 2017 1 - 30 JUNE 2017

Livingston Baker Archive & Reading RoomTemporary Gallery

30 JUNE 2017 - 23 JULY 2017

Percy Thomson Gallery, Prospero Place, 
56 Miranda Street, Stratford

ABOUT AOTEA UTANGANUI
Aotea Utanganui is a purpose-built museum that embodies the spirit and 
energy of the South Taranaki region. The museum plays an active role within 
our community both today and for the future. A museum that is welcoming 
and inspirational while striving towards excellence in research, curatorship, 
preservation and educational engagement. A modern museum with 
ambitious future plans prepared to embrace the digital age. 

We achieve this through: Collaboration, Creativity, Innovation & Flexibility

Open Mon - Sat 10AM - 4PM 
Funded by the South 

Taranaki District Council 

Taranaki Arts Trail 2017 Wild Art
A Photographic Study by Pat Greenfield

JULY 2017 - NOVEMBER 2017

Livingston Baker Archive & Reading Room and online at 
www.museumofsouthtaranaki.wordpress.com
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7 Exhibitions Nga Whakakitenga

FREE WIFI
Free Wi-Fi is available onsite at the Museum.

BLOG
Join up to our blog and stay up-to-date with what’s happening at the 
museum. www.museumofsouthtaranaki/wordpress.com 

SCHOOL PROGRAMMES
Our workshops and tours can cater for specific learning needs. Please contact 
one of our team to enquire 0800 111 323 or museum@stdc.govt.nz

ACCESSIBILITY
Let a member of the museum team know if you need assistance as we 
have a wheelchair available.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Search for and ‘Like’ us, Aotea Utanganui, on our social media pages 
Facebook, Issuu, Pinterest, Wordpress Blog and our Podcasts on SoundCloud. 

PODCASTS
Catch up on the latest podcast by visiting our website 
www.museumofsouthtaranaki.wordpress.com or SoundCloud 
www.soundcloud.com/aoteautanganui

TRANSFORMING HERITAGE PUBLICATIONS
We produce a series of digital Issuu publications based upon heritage 
holdings from the Livingston Baker Archive, turning physical copies into 
digital. Check out our heritage publications here 
www.museumofsouthtaranaki.wordpress.com/about-2/publications

DID YOU KNOW? 
Did you know you can order images from our pictorial heritage collection? 
Contact us 0800 111 323 or museum@stdc.govt.nz or view them on online 
www.nzmuseums.co.nz/account/3355 

COVER IMAGE CREDIT 
Ice Caves in Antarctica, photographer 
Anthony Powell, from his documentary 
Antarctica: A Year on Ice.

Voyage into the Heartland: Photographic Works from the Batten 
Collection at Aotea Utanganui Museum of South Taranaki in Patea is 
a new exhibition discovering the photographic works of the Batten 
Family from Tokaora. 

During the early 1930s the family set out across the North Island of 
New Zealand with their camera and a horse called Judy to photograph 
the central region of the Land of the Long White Cloud. Their 
perspective is a particular one carrying us on a journey into early 20th 
century life in New Zealand with practical but sensitive objectivity. 
Voyage into the Heartland showcases the Batten Collection, a unique 
photographic anthology exposing original landscapes of the 1930s 
unseen before in New Zealand. These landscape images speak of a 
time where landscape photography was in its infancy and still forging 
its own identity.

“This collection focuses both on powerful landscapes and intimate 
portraits achieving a great aesthetic approach to their photography 
where every image engages us, allowing us to immerse ourselves in 
their world” - Cameron S. Curd, Exhibition Curator. 

A new exhibition opens in July featuring a solo show by Taranaki 
photographer Pat Greenfield. 

Pat has long been fascinated by buildings and their architectural 
shapes and the stories behind them, particularly if abandoned. Enter 
the Patea Freezing Works. Being too scared to enter the surviving 
buildings on her own in the past, she finally decided to “get on with 
it”. While having lunch in her car, a little girl who lived close by came 
along on her tricycle. They had a short conversation in which the girl 
referred to the buildings as “the Birdhouse”.

“I didn’t know what to expect.” Pat says. “But what I really didn’t 
expect to see was all of the great art - wild art that adorned the 
walls of the wild art gallery. Or, thanks to the loads of pigeons the 
little girl referred to, the Birdhouse Wild Art Gallery. The buildings 
complemented the art and vice versa in a symbiotic dance where the 
one would have been the poorer without the other. Thanks to the 
muted ambient light, I was able to record the unknown artists’ work 
sympathetically, and through the medium of photography, enable 
others to enjoy their work” - Pat Greenfield.

127 Egmont Street 
Patea, Taranaki

T 0800 111 323
E museum@stdc.govt.nz

Photographer Stuart Allan, painter Marianne Muggeridge and sculptor 
Roger Morris contribute to the 2017 artist’s exhibition during the 
Taranaki Arts Trail weekend (10/11 June). 

Marianne Muggeridge (Oeo, South Taranaki) specialised in painting and 
life drawing at Elam School of Fine Art in the early 1970’s. She won the NZ 
Portrait Gallery’s inaugural National Portrait Competition (2000) and the Adam 
Portraiture Award (2002). Her work is held in numerous private and public 
collections throughout New Zealand. 

Roger Morris (Oeo, South Taranaki) is predominantly an oil painter, who also 
carves the local Taranaki andesite rock. He has shown extensively in solo and 
group exhibitions since 1986. His work in the past 15 years has been dominated 
by themes demonstrating how international politics affects society and 
humanity.

Stuart Allan’s (Hawera, South Taranaki) love of photography can easily be 
expressed through the beauty of the stunning Taranaki landscapes he captures. 
Stuart has travelled extensively across New Zealand capturing iconic images 
of landscapes, people and their humanity. Stuart’s digital works are for sale by 
contacting the artist through the museum.

This exhibition will run the entire month of June at Aotea Utanganui 
in Patea.

UP-COMING EXHIBITIONS
Nga Whakakitetanga kua tae mai i tenei Kaupeka

TRAVELLING EXHIBITIONS
Nga Whakakitetanga e Haeretia ana te Rohe

PHOTOGRAPHY
You are welcome to take photos at Aotea Utanganui, but please don’t 
use your flash as this can effect objects over time. Also please respect any 
artworks or Taonga Maori displaying the ‘no photography’ sign.



Media Partners

Our Cinema Screening Series 2017 has been made possible with the support from the New Zealand Film Commission Te Tumu Whakaata Taonga.

Gardening with Soul (2013)MAY - JUL

DAILY SCREENING IN MEDIA THEATRE | PG | DOCUMENTARY | 96MINS

Antarctica: A Year on Ice (2013)AUG - NOV

DAILY SCREENING IN MEDIA THEATRE | PG | DOCUMENTARY | 92MINS

New Zealand Cinema Concert 
The Bush Cinderella (1928)

Join the museum team for a special screening of the 1928 silent film, 
The Bush Cinderella, with live piano accompaniment by Cameron 
S. Curd. Billed as New Zealand’s first big modern drama, The Bush 
Cinderella had its world premiere at the Strand Theatre in Auckland 
on Friday August 24, 1928. Filled with charm, comedy, intrigue and 
action, it was pioneer filmmaker Rudall Hayward’s last silent film and 
was dubbed “the most outstanding, in originality and theme and 
merit of any produced in New Zealand” by critics at the time. 

This concert is to coincide with the original opening date of the film 
(Friday August 24, 1928) but 89 years later.

Back-of-House Tours
Witness the magic which happens behind the scenes where 
collection items are catalogued and stored for safe access when 
curating museum exhibitions. Book a tour today 0800 111 323 
or museum@stdc.govt.nz

Preservation Workshop Series
Aotea Utanganui provides advice for community groups on 
managing and caring for their archives, records, photographs, 
audio/visual recording and taonga collections. These workshops 
can be held at the Museum, workplaces or local marae. Book a 
workshop today on 0800 111 323 or museum@stdc.govt.nz

Livingston Baker Archive 
Livingston Baker Archive contains a wide variety of archives, 
maps, photographs, publications, films and videos. Archives 
research is available by appointment between 10am and 
4pm Monday and Tuesday; other times may be available by 
arrangement. For further information please contact us on 
0800 111 323 or museum@stdc.govt.nz

A visually stunning chronicle of what it is like to live in Antarctica 
for a full year, including winters isolated from the rest of the world, 
while enduring months of unending darkness, in the coldest place on 
Earth. The story is told from the point of view of the everyday workers 
who are there to keep the bases running in the harshest conditions 
on the planet. Never before has this been brought to the screen. 
Documentary film crews usually only get to visit Antarctica during the 
few short months of summer. This film includes footage meticulously 
gathered over 15 years, including 9 winters, isolated from the rest of 
the world, in 24-hour darkness, and mind-numbing cold for months at 

a time. For the first time we get to be part of the genuine long-term 
human experience, experiencing the stunning visual wonders and the 
moving emotional journey of a year on the ice. The director/producer 
Anthony Powell is originally from Hawera.

Antarctica: A Year on Ice screening has been made possible by 
Anthony Powell (Antzworks Limited, New Zealand)

Filmed almost entirely on location in Island Bay, Wellington, 
Gardening with Soul follows Sister Loyola Galvin, the main gardener 
for the House of Compassion. Through her garden, we begin to 
understand Loyola’s commitment to nurture all living things, especially 
those which ’don’t get a good start’. From her early work as a nurse, 
to her role as a nun raising children with disabilities, we see Loyola’s 
incredible energy and faith in her God carry her through the difficult 
times. Sister Loyola Galvin was born in Hawera in 1922. 

Gardening with Soul screening has been made possible by Vicky Pope
(POP Film Ltd).

THURSDAY 24 AUGUST 2017, 7PM 
Hawera Memorial Theatre, Free entry

The Ellmore-Timms Collection is a large-
scale photography collection with over 
150,000 negatives and paper prints. This 
collection includes weddings, sports teams, 
engagement portraits, commercial material, 
new-born portraits, community events and 
glamour portraits. Contact us 0800 111 323 
or museum@stdc.govt.nz

Ellmore-Timms Photography 
Collection

The Waitore artefacts are the earliest dated 
wooden artefacts found in New Zealand, 
c1400s. Between 1968 and 1978, many 
taonga (treasures) were found washing out 
from a small swamp, known as Waitore, 
on the coast just north of the Whenuakura 
River. Taonga such as these are an important 
reminder of how long people have lived in 
South Taranaki. 

Waitore Artefacts

Oriwa Haddon Murals

The Hawera Star Newspaper and 
Photography Archives now have a new 
home at Aotea Utanganui. The newspaper 
collection spans 136 years from 1880 - 
2016, and the photography collection from 
approximately 1960s - 1990s. Contact us if 
you have a research enquiry at 
museum@stdc.govt.nz

Home of the Hawera Star 
Archives

These are a series of murals painted in the 
1950s by Oriwa Tahupotiki Haddon (1898-
1958). They were originally painted for the 
walls of the Commercial Hotel in Hawera, 
and commissioned by the breweries. The 
murals are historical pieces based upon the 
land conflicts and wars in the South Taranaki 
district. These murals are currently in storage 
for preservation purposes.

This New Zealand Cinema Concert, The Bush 
Cinderella (1928) has been made possible with 
support from Nga Taonga Sound & Vision

Cinema Wahi Kiriata Extra Nga TapiriSignificant Collections 
Nga Kohinga Maumahara ki 
Aotea Utanganui

Celebrate Puanga 2017 
SATURDAY 17 JUNE 2017, 11AM - 3PM

Puanga was traditionally a time to create new tools and repair old 
ones. Come to the Museum and see our gardening taonga, learn 
about gardening techniques and create your own kono to store 
kumara or potatoes

Tommy the Turtle 
Family Fun day
SATURDAY 19 AUGUST, 11AM - 3PM

Come to the museum and learn about Tommy the turtle, the 
mysterious turtle that is said to swim about in the lakes at Naumai 
Park. Join in with cool turtle crafts for all the family.

Lego Parkland 
Family Fun day
SATURDAY 22 JULY, 11AM - 3PM

Come to the museum and create your own Lego park or adventure 
playground. Prizes for the most innovative creations. 

Bug Hotels 
School Holiday Programme
TUESDAY 18 JULY, 10.30AM - 12PM

Bring in the good bugs! Give beneficial bugs the five-star treatment by 
building them a bug hotel out of recycled and found materials. Take 
your bug hotel home for your garden.

Exhibition Opening 
FRIDAY 30 JUNE 2017, 7PM

Celebrate the joint opening of Moments of Inertia, an exhibition with 
Viv Davy and Su Hendeles, and Voyage into the Heartland from Aotea 
Utanganui Museum of South Taranaki, at Percy Thomson Gallery, 
Prospero Place, 56 Miranda Street, Stratford. All welcome.

TRAVELLING EXHIBITION

Curator's Floor Talk
SUNDAY 9 JULY 2017, 2PM

Join Voyage into the Heartland’s curator, Cameron S. Curd, for a 
curator’s floor talk about the Batten Family’s 150 mile journey and 
their captivating photographic legacy. Percy Thomson Gallery, Prospero 
Place, 56 Miranda Street, Stratford.

TRAVELLING EXHIBITION

Events Nga Takunetanga mo 
tenei Kaupeka

UP-COMING SCREENING
Nga Kiriata e haere mai ana ki Aotea Utanganui


